Funding Opportunity for Churches with Manses
If your church owns a manse AND the person(s) living in the manse have a household income less than 80% of the area or state median income, you may be eligible for grants from New York State’s EmPower+ Program.  
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) gives nonprofits and households grants for things like weatherization, insulation, electric panel and wiring updates, energy-efficient lighting, and mini-split heat pumps.  It starts with an energy audit from an approved provider (free for anyone who wants to have their home checked to see how they can reduce energy use).  The energy audit includes recommendations for increasing energy efficiency and comfort.  
Once the audit is done, the household or homeowner (in this case, the church) can apply for grant funding for a recommended project.  This requires submitting household paystubs and/or completed tax returns.  If the project is approved, NYSERDA will notify the company completing the project, lowering or eliminating the cost to the homeowner.  This program can save homeowners thousands of dollars, while making their homes more comfortable AND save on future energy costs. 
Find the income limits using the drop-boxes here:
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/EmPower-New-York-Program/Eligibility-Guidelines
If you think your manse may qualify, complete the EmPower+ application in the name of the church, along with a letter on church letterhead.  
· For Low-Income (Tier 1) households: Letter should indicate the home is/will be rented/sold to a household earning less than 60% of the State Median Income or Area Median Income, whichever is higher, within 180 days of the project completion date.
· For Moderate-Income (Tier 3) households: Letter should indicate the home is/will be rented/sold to a household earning less than 80% of the AMI/SMI within 180 days of the project completion date. 

You might also want to share this information with members of your congregation.  The free energy audit is something useful for everyone, and the program is open to both homeowners and renters.  There is also information at the EmPower+ site on rebates for energy-efficient appliances.

For more information and to start your application:
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/EmPower-New-York-Program 
