
 

Guided by the Spirit, Our Presbytery follows Christ by partnering with
congregations, communities, and individuals to embody God’s inclusive love

and justice in an ever-changing world.

Connectional NEXUS - May 2026

Our Presbytery
 

Highlights from Our May 2, 2026, ﻿
﻿Stated Presbytery Meeting

Greetings from the ﻿
﻿Cutchogue Presbyterian Church,﻿

﻿CRE Richie King

Worship led by our moderator, ﻿
﻿Rev. Rachel Vione

Honoring Retirements﻿
Rev. William Hoffmann Montauk Community Church
Rev. Peter Kelley First Presbyterian Church, Southold

https://presbyteryofli.com/


Words of Recognition ﻿
﻿Elder Susan Raymond

from Montauk ﻿
﻿Community Church

Thanks & Presentation of
Gifts from the Presbytery
Rev. Kate Jones Calone,

Executive Presbyter &
Stated Clerk

Words of Recognition﻿
﻿Rev. Kirsty Dickson-Maret

from Middle Island
Presbyterian Church

Commissioning of our 227th GA Commissioners ﻿
﻿& Young Adult Advisory Delegate

Commissioner Rev. Dr. Karen Crawford, Smithtown (shown)
Commissioner Rev. Samuel Shin, Great Neck
Commissioner Elder Donald Adams, Selden (shown)
Commissioner Elder Natasha Jean-Louis, Deer Park
Young Adult Advisory Delegate Marissa Ganga, Brentwood

Examination of Candidate for Ordination Stephanie Castlen

Matthew 25 Moment

Cuba Work Group Trip ﻿
﻿Elder Barbara D’Andrea

U.S.-Mexico Border Trip﻿
﻿Elder Janice Kincaid



Celebration of the soon-to-be
Valley Stream Community

Presbyterian Church

Pray With Us

Thank you to our hosts the Cutchogue Presbyterian Church!

 

2026 Presbytery Meetings

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 @ 10:00 AM ﻿
﻿Sisters of St. Joseph Campus, Brentwood
Saturday, November 21, 2026 @ 9:00 AM

 
 
 



On Saturday, May 9th,
leaders from our churches
in Nassau County gathered
for breakfast for a meaningful
time of fellowship,
conversation, and
collaboration, sparked by the
work of the Enduring Witness
Team and hosted by our
presbytery. Church leaders
shared stories, exchanged
ideas, and strengthened
relationships as they explored
ways to support and
encourage one another in
ministry.

 

My name is Bill Phillips. I’m a member of the
Trustees for Presbytery and co-chair of our
Property Management of Center Moriches
Presbyterian Church. We had a recent break-in at
our church during our preschool program. It made
the local news, but everyone was safe and
followed lockdown protocol. As a retired
teacher/electronics technician. I would like to offer
our Presbyterian churches my knowledge about inexpensive monitoring camera
systems and motion lighting. Our times have changed, as Center Moriches just
learned. If you feel you could enhance your lighting and security, please give me
a call, and I can offer suggestions on what your church can do. The Presbytery
Trustees have supported this free outreach for my help- I’m not receiving any
funds for my support. Bill Phillips- 631-255-4771 cell

 
 

Join in prayer across our presbytery
Presbytery of Long Island

Mid-Week Pause for Prayer
Every Wednesday, 6:30-7:00 PM, ﻿

﻿on Zoom﻿

Please join together across our presbytery for a time
of prayer for our needs, our congregations, our nation,

and our world. Gently facilitated by past-Moderator Elder Don Adams, this brief
gathering on Zoom will offer weekly connection and a space to gather our prayers as

we seek God's guidance during challenging days. ﻿All are welcome. 
Click here to join the Zoom
Meeting ID: 899 9412 3794

Passcode: 575901

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89994123794?pwd=WbjbOMmB2D1vF6vX94KtkbfL5rVGPE.1


 

Creation of an Immigration Emergency Fund
Our Presbytery's Immigration Task Force and the Shepherding Council invite
congregations to contribute to a fund that will provide financial support for the
legal and other costs of families in our congregations who are impacted by
immigration actions or deportation. Recipients would be referred by a
congregation in our presbytery and must have a relationship with the
congregation. Any financial assistance will be approved by the Moderator team.
Individual or church contributions can be sent via check made out to the
"Presbytery of Long Island" with "immigration emergency fund" in the memo
and sent to Presbytery of Long Island, 109 Udall Rd., West Islip, NY 11795.

 

Events & Notices from Our Churches
 

Promote Your Next Church Event Here
Please send:

﻿Event Name/Dates/Church/PDF flyer or link
to laurie@presbyteryofli.org

Click on the event for more information!

Babylon: Faith and Fitness Mondays 7- 8:15 PM May 4 - Jun 15

 

Food Pantries in Our
Presbytery

As food pantries are
working to meet increased
need in their communities,
we ask churches in our
presbytery to consider
offering additional support
to congregations that host
food pantries. Click here
for a list of pantries in our
presbytery.

mailto:laurie@presbyteryofli.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/9f101320801/cdde2d3c-3b64-4c03-b387-7ac2816a40ae.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/9f101320801/cdde2d3c-3b64-4c03-b387-7ac2816a40ae.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/9f101320801/5b63f5a0-4e21-4ff4-b914-38785c45198b.pdf?rdr=true
https://presbyteryofli.com/test-staff-and-leadership-copy/
https://presbyteryofli.com/test-staff-and-leadership-copy/
https://files.constantcontact.com/9f101320801/aab4388d-d032-4a1c-b965-b144002c8ad6.pdf?rdr=true


Local Events

https://www.synodne.org/


New Page on Insurance Board Website:

Policy Templates
includes sample abuse prevention policies, facility use

agreements, emergency plan templates, sample employee
handbook guides, and more!

Click Link

The Center for Public Justice is now
accepting applications﻿

﻿ for the 2026-27
﻿Preaching Reformed Fellowship

Deadline: June 15
The Preaching Reformed Fellowship exists for
pastors who understand that justice and
political discipleship matter but aren’t sure how
their theology supports these efforts, how to
step into the work of public witness, how to
help their congregations develop a social
imagination that includes caring for the whole
world, or how any of that can be faithfully
communicated in the pulpit. Preaching
Reformed Fellowship is designed with the how
questions in mind.

What does the fellowship include?
Opening and closing retreats in
Washington, DC
A cohort of 15–20 pastors engaging
shared challenges and questions

https://www.insuranceboard.org/safety-central/business-policy-templates/


Nine online webinars featuring practitioners, including voices from the global church
and historically marginalized communities
Monthly small group meetings (options include lectionary study, political theology,
spiritual direction, or sermon coaching)
One-on-one mentorship to develop a “proclamation project” (previous participants
created sermons, series outlines, workshops, or written resources)

To learn more or apply, visit
cpjustice.org/preaching-reformed-fellowship/

Questions can be directed to Rev. Meg Jenista Kuykendall
at meg.jenista@cpjustice.org

 
 

Synod of The Northeast
 

Matthew 25 In Action: A
Film Series that Deepened
Faith, Justice, and Care for
Creation
In the Matthew 25 invitation, Jesus
makes clear that faith is never only
what we believe—it is how we live,
how we treat others, and how we
respond to the needs of our
neighbors. For First Presbyterian
Church of Cooperstown, NY, that
call expanded outward this winter
through a thoughtful three-Sunday
Film Series in February, offered
through “Faith in Place” as part of
the Annual Environmental &
Spirituality Summit of 2025. Read
More

Join the Storytelling &
Communications Team
Every story shared across the
Synod of the Northeast is a
witness to the Spirit at work—
through our congregations,
presbyteries, and ministry
partners. As we continue to
reimagine the Church in the world,
we are looking for individuals who
feel called to help tell these stories
in meaningful and creative ways.

If you have a passion for
storytelling, communications, or
simply want to help share the work
of the Church, we invite you to be
part of this growing team. Your
perspective and creativity can help
strengthen our connectional
church and amplify the mission we
share.

If you are interested in joining,
please reach out to
Email Mark Bennett -
Communications Specialist

 

Reflections on Hospitality at the Synod Commission
﻿A recent reflection from the Synod Commission lifts up the importance of hospitality
in the life of the church. Through shared meals, intentional welcome, and thoughtful

http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=u001.qtDlb9b4CsYZ7Glm7PuEDKd50Q7vVHKM6nINRpr9OS6H5SChKAwuDNw7-2FMoqAXBJMmiDpjI-2FCej15RmSP6E3oN2P8VAknoAJTjvaUqdw8G3KtBgqxv0nuMbKRv-2Fqh1gAOgCFPzJ0nOHTaUVOu4qEPzOrbsaVIC7lcseb5hoq3WU-3Dq5S5_FIh-2FsMq9zCx87uaT-2BmuDNo7K0rr4WOp7hXwxf7n-2FUGnT6LlBhn56hNFJ6x1-2F4J6gl18hFDey0jQ1-2Blb68-2B6X1rtwvNkfS47IadPfVG17bMP4GEAIR-2FcwcZv4icnkDhoS7r7veiTEvymWrWDYd6OUT6HWQuqaS77xqAqyMw1yYbckjBhciA2JrtwIGIavNV-2B1bDiLGIUkZLjNvBaT8nnuQoaM3kRGJ4FjueldXCb04QQ5-2ByDL64-2F4SVBmQYNSWhwZ6e1T7mPLlrxagl2cIlLqcDmFut4V7jiP7uc3Pg7wLMUG3K2BASCcyyux80lyPBh3
mailto:meg.jenista@cpjustice.org
https://www.synodne.org/
https://synodne.org/blog/2026/04/29/matthew-25-in-action-a-film-series-that-deepened-faith-justice-and-care-for-creation/
https://synodne.org/blog/2026/04/29/matthew-25-in-action-a-film-series-that-deepened-faith-justice-and-care-for-creation/
mailto:mark@synodne.org
mailto:mark@synodne.org


preparation, participants experienced how simple acts can
foster deeper connection and community. Hospitality was not
just something offered, but something lived out together. This
reflection invites us to consider how we can create spaces of
belonging, generosity, and care in our own ministries and
gatherings. Read Article

 

PC(USA)

 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
Gun Violence Prevention Ministry

Concerned about Gun Violence?
Atwood Institute 2026﻿

﻿Registration is Open!

Come learn with other congregations how to build and sustain a gun-violence-
prevention ministry in your faith community. The 3rd Annual James Atwood
Institute for Congregational Courage will be Sept. 15-18, 2026, at the Heartland
Center near Kansas City, MO.

As you build relationships with other faith activists from across the nation, expect to
learn practical, pastoral, and prophetic skills for guiding your congregation in the task
of saving lives and healing the trauma and fear brought by 38,000 lives stolen by gun
violence last year.
 
Who should come? Lay leaders and teams, pastors, parents and grandparents, gun
violence survivors, suicide prevention groups, gun owners, safety and public health
advocates, veterans, youth leaders---people of faith who are committed to saving
lives. All denominations are welcome.

Space is limited. Reserve your space today. Scholarships are available.
Click HERE to learn more or use the QR code.

https://synodne.org/blog/2026/04/29/reflections-on-hospitality-at-the-synod-commission/
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://emmxkr6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UyluPrYAHIc2yGyEAJoxp1D7CUc6ghZF_-N10SGGiH0zF0nwx_Y0gLL8UtjRDCrnCXgHyBsTgw6-KkKQBiZemmHhfZ1yz2r_G9WB90gJ9MXUy_TFcCYBiwFyv67OZBo-12UYawxTqz3eXBd3p4Z_I8_3qs7NwoD4_N75-SGSPICnVshEoeW46WRgL82VoSCYMXOSOOLrw6E=&c=xnC5ARats_QYLEf5W-8ZHWLptOvQt1zL6EgqsvOK8D2pHJIq6b6h7A==&ch=dBgN8zF4d6AAFxKsx0PyDTJpjQ8ZBX0zXtokOhlEaUQDht6NR73RYw==


Keynote Speaker Jer Swigart, co-author of Mending the Divides, will challenge us to
deepen our theological calling for gun-violence prevention and to teach skills for
healing.

The James Atwood Institute is an ecumenical project of the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship. Find a Presbyterian News Service story HERE.

www.presbypeacefellowship.org/james-atwood-institute

presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence-prevention

Rev. Margery Rossi, Minister for Gun Violence Prevention
margery@presbypeacefellowship.org

Rev. Jan Orr-Harter, Editor & Moderator, Gun Violence Prevention Working Group
gvp@presbypeacefellowship.org

﻿Click HERE for a PDF Version
 

The 227th  General Assembly of the PC(USA) will be held in
Milwaukee in 2026. Learn more by reading the latest issue of
GA227's April "On the Road to GA / Issue 9 " Open Issue

Presbytery Website

Presbytery Calendar

Presbytery Meeting

Check out our Facebook Page.
We are a connectional church!
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