
 
 

2024-130                   Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Long Island September 21, 2024  
 

Elder Donald Adams, Moderator 
Rev. Kate Jones Calone, Stated Clerk 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 
The Presbytery of Long Island of the Presbyterian Church (USA) held a Stated Meeting at the Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church, 53 N Ferry Rd, Shelter Island, NY 11964, on Saturday, September 21, 2024, with 84 in 
attendance, 41 of whom were voting members. A quorum was present. The meeting was called to order with a 
Prayer and a Call to Worship by Elder Donald Adams, Moderator, at 10:00 AM.  
 
Roll Call - Separate document 

BEGIN OUR WORK 
 
A Land Acknowledgment was led by our SIPC Member Elder Heather Reylek 
The Presbytery of Long Island acknowledges that the land on which we gather–first known by names such as 
Paumanake, Sewanhacky, and Wamponomon, and after colonization also called Long Island–is the ancestral territory 
and unceded homelands of many communities of Indigenous peoples, including the Canarsies, Rockaways, Merricks, 
Massapequas, Matinecocks, Nissaquogues, Setaukets, Corchaugs, Secatogues, Unkechaugs, Shinnecock, Montaukett, 
and Manhansets. We honor their stewardship under God of this land for over 11,000 years.  
 
As residents of Long Island, we confess and lament the systematic removal, isolation, and forced assimilation of the 
original stewards of creation. As members of the Presbyterian Church (USA), we acknowledge that our denomination 
has been both the beneficiary of the Doctrine of Discovery and an active participant in the exclusion and erasure of 
native peoples and in the denial of their sovereignty. As neighbors and siblings in the human family of the Creator, we 
honor the current and future generations of indigenous nations and communities and commit to learn and grow in 
solidarity and just relationship. 
 
Moderator Elder Donald Adams led an opening prayer  
 
Hymn "We Are One in Christ Jesus" 
 
Welcoming  
Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison gave greetings from the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church. Moderator Adams 
welcomed Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders attending a Presbytery meeting for the first time.  
 
Approval of Docket  
MSP The Presbytery approved the docket of September 21, 2024  
  
Worship 

Special  Choir Music -"Let Heavenly Music Fill This Place"/ by Gordon Young  

Shelter Island Church Choir and organist - Jeffery Wentz 

Scripture - Isaiah 55:3-6- Rev. Kerry Riddle 

Sermon  "God Moments" 
GA Commissioner Rev. Kerry Riddle,  GA Commissioner Elder Sandy Santana, and GA Young Adult Advisory Delegate 
Elder Justin Seecharan 
 
Hymn "Live into Hope" 
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Installation of 2025 Moderator Elder Ellen Gove - Moderator Elder Donald Adams and  Stated Clerk Rev. Kate Jones 
Calone. 

Offering – was collected to support the food pantry of Shelter Island  

Necrology - Remembering and giving thanks to God for the lives and service of the elders who died in 2023 
 
Hymn "For All the Saints" 
 
Stated Clerk Report Rev. Kate Jones Calone (complete report Appendix A – pp 134-136) 
MSP to approve the minutes of the Stated Meeting held on June 15, 2024 
Necrology Report  (p 135) 
Discussion of Per Capita, Shared Mission, and Salary Supplement within the Presbytery. (pp135-136) 
 
Committee Reports Without Action  
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (Appendix B – p 137) 
Valley Stream Administrative Commission (Appendix C – p137)  
 
Personnel Elder Ellen Gove 
MSP Recommended that the Presbytery approve a 2.6% salary increase for staff in 2025 

Treasurer Report Charlaine Apsel (Appendix D- p 138) 
 
Budget and Finance Committee Rev. Jim Crawford  
MSP To increase Per Capita to $27.00 per member for the Presbytery portion 
MSP To adopt the 2025 budget as presented (Appendix E – pp 139-140) 
 
Advance Planning Rev. Wade Pond 
MSP To approve the dates for the 2025 Presbytery meetings  
 Tuesday, February 4, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Zoom  
 Saturday, May 3, 2025 @ 9:00 AM - In-Person   Location TBD 
 Tuesday, September 16, 2025 @ 10:00 AM - In-Person   Location TBD 
 Saturday, November 15, 2025 @ 9:00 AM - In-Person Northport 
 
Trustees Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison(complete report Appendix F - pp 141-160) 
MSP To adopt updated resolutions entitled "Conveyance of Real Property of Extinct Glenwood Presbyterian 

Church and Congregation" (Appendix G – pp 142-145) 
 
2023 Financial Review reported (complete report Appendix H - pp 146-160) 
 
Committee on Ministry Elder Richard Schneider (complete report Appendix I – pp 161-172) 
MSP To adopt the Presbytery of Long Island Administrative Leave Policy (Appendix J – pp 164-167) 
MSP That the Presbytery of Long Island concurs with the request from the First Presbyterian Church of Glen Cove, 

7 North Ln, Glen Cove, NY 11542, to dissolve the congregation and appoint an Administrative Commission to 
oversee the closing process. 

MSP That the Presbytery of Long Island appoints an Administrative Commission for the First Presbyterian  
 Church of Glen Cove NY, to act on the Presbytery's behalf, with the power to meet with remaining  
 members of the congregation, including calling a meeting of the Session and/or of the congregation, as  
 necessary; to arrange for pastoral care of the members; to publicize the dissolution of the congregation; to 
 ascertain the financial status and outstanding financial obligations of the congregation; to secure the  
 Session records; to secure the legal rights to all property (real or personal) held by or for the benefit of the 
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 Congregation; to dispose of the moveable personal property of the congregation; to secure the building  
 and property; to attend to matters of insurance; to dispose of the building and grounds (subject to any  
 guidelines of or established by the Presbytery) or convey the building and grounds to the Presbytery; to  
 recommend the use of assets of the congregation; to plan and conduct a service of witness; to secure the 
 assistance of other individuals, as appropriate, to assist with its work; and generally to do such things  
 and take such actions for, in the name of, and on behalf of the Presbytery as shall be reasonably necessary 
 to accomplish the general purpose of this Administrative Commission. 
MSP That the moderators appoint members of the Glen Cove Administrative Commission  
MSP The Committee on Ministry recommends that the Presbytery confer the status of retired on the Rev. Adrian 
 Pratt effective December 1, 2024. 
 
Service of Recognition of Retirement  for the Rev. Adrian Pratt 
Words of Recognition were given by Elder Rebecca Wright & Rev. Jeff Prey, who read words by Elder Andrew Smith, 
an elder in the Presbyterian Church of Wales. 
Recognition of Service and prayer led by Moderator Elder Donald Adams, with thanks from the Presbytery given by 
Rev. Kate Jones Calone. 
 
Pray With Us  
The Moderator Team broke the meeting up into small groups for 20 minutes for a time of mutual sharing and prayer 
with the following directions.  
- First, have each person briefly share their name, congregation, and which ferry they took to get to Shelter Island 
today.  
- Second, have each person share again, reflecting on the following questions: "Recognizing our current divisiveness 
in the US, what does it mean to love your neighbor? What is the role of the church in a polarized society?"  
- Finally, pray together and for each other and for our nation. (You might have one person who volunteers to pray for 
the group. You might decide to have each person share a brief prayer. You might make time for silent prayer, 
listening for God to speak. Your prayer together can be whatever you choose as a group!) 
   
General Assembly Q & A Rev. Kate Jones Calone 
Rev Kate Jones Calone open the floor for "Questions and Answers" to the Commissioners of 226th General Assembly  
Rev. Kerry Riddle, Elder Sandy Santana, and Young Adult Advisory Delegate Elder Justin Seecharan. 
 
Committee on Nominations / Committee on Representation Elder Jolynn Kendrick 
MSP To approve the amended slate of the Committee on Nominations (Slate Appendix K - p 173) 
 
Matthew 25 - "Living into Our Matthew 25 Commitment" 
Elder Marilynn Pysher, Chair of Mission and Outreach at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church, shared earth care 
mission work Shelter Island participates in on and off the island and overseas, as well as the Better World Book Club, 
which discusses nonfiction about important world topics.  
 
Shepherding Council Elder Ellen Gove (complete report Appendix L – pp 174-175) 

"Save the Date" - Presbytery Day on November 16, 2024 

MSP To approve the Harassment Policy for the Presbytery (Appendix M – pp 176-178) 

MSP To unrestrict all but $875,000 of the previously restricted funds for New Church Development, to be used for 

 (a) addressing financial requirements related to churches under an Administrative Commission or in 

 transition, including legal costs and outstanding debt; (b) the mission/vision priorities of the Presbytery, as 

 identified by the visioning team, which may include the creation of new worshiping communities; and (c) 

 other needs as approved by the Shepherding Council. 
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Foundations and Horizons Task Force- Rev. Peter Kelley  

Rev. Kelley shared that the Vision team met on July 17, 2024, and will meet again on October 4-5, 2024.  

MSP To approve the Provisional Policy on Assets to apply to all future assets that come into the Presbytery. 

(Appendix N – pp 179-181) 

Adjournment, Closing Prayer & Benediction at 1:59 PM Moderator Elder Donald Adams invited Rev. Adrian Pratt to 

close the meeting in prayer.  

The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 @ 6:00 PM - Zoom.   

X
Rev. Kate Jones Calone

Stated Clerk
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Report of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)  

Stated Meeting of Presbytery – September 21, 2024 

July 23, 2024 CPM Meeting in person 

NO ACTION ITEMS: 

Committee Reports for Information to the Presbytery: 

1. Annual Consultation held with Candidate Under Care Stephanie Castlen. She is continuing her seminary studies, 

completed her Field Education placement, and preparing to begin taking required examinations. Committee 

voted to work alongside and continue Stephanie under care of CPM as a Candidate. 

2. Annual Consultation held with Inquirer Under Care Robert Caputo. He has transferred from New York Theological 

Seminary to New Brunswick Theological Seminary and successfully completed a unit of CPE at Mt. Sinai hospital. 

Bob expresses an interest in exploring some form of pastoral chaplaincy ministry and the committee will 

continue to work with him in that process of discernment. Committee voted to continue Bob under care of CPM 

as an Inquirer and work alongside him as he explores his call into ministry. 

3. Committee had some initial discussion of recent General Assembly actions that might impact its work and the 

preparation process. More to follow. 

4. Committee heard updates from CPM liaisons on the various CRE and Ordination candidates currently under care. 

5. The committee is in need of Elder representation and encourages ruling elders within the Presbytery to contact 

the Nominating Committee or CPM committee chairs for more information about our important work of 

preparing leaders for ministry.  

6. Next CPM meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 24 at 9:30 AM via Zoom. 

 

Valley Stream Administrative Commission                          

Presbytery of Long Island Stated Meeting – September 21, 2024 

 

 The AC has met three times as a Commission and once at the church with current "stake-holders" (nesting 
congregations and a nursery school). There are many issues to be addressed and resolved, and we have begun to 
work on them. 

 We are listening to the needs and concerns of those who currently use the building, and pledge to maintain open 
lines of communication. Scott has met with members of the former congregation to begin the work of coming to 
closure. 

 We have secured the services of a Real Estate Appraiser in order to get an accurate sense of the value of the 
church and manse. 

 We are working to get a handle on current cleaning and maintenance protocols and needs, including such 
matters as replacing a toilet seat, up to safety-related masonry repair. 

 We have a "Dissolution Checklist" from Kate that we are using, and will use, to guide us through the New York 
State legal requirements, as well as church and pastoral responses. 

 Charlaine has done yeoman's duty in terms of gathering church, corporate, and financial records, as well as 
maintaining continuity of bill-paying. 

 Rev. Janice Moore and Elder Pat Francis have offered to plan and lead a closing worship service. The date has not 
yet been set for this. 

 There have been multiple (informal) expressions of interest in purchasing either or both the church and the 
manse. We will begin to develop this area of our tasking once we have the appraisal. 

 
Jeff Prey - Chair - VSPC Admin. Commission 
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Report of the Board of Trustees                                            
Presbytery of Long Island Stated Meeting – September 21, 2024  

 
Action item:  
 
Motion:  To adopt the attached resolutions entitled "Conveyance of Real Property of Extinct Glenwood  
   Presbyterian Church and Congregation." 
 
 
The Trustees met on July 10 at 6:30 PM on Zoom.  
They held consultations with the Glenwood Life Center Administrative Commission and with the Valley Stream 
Administrative Commission. They took the following actions: 
 
MSP to allow the Glenwood Life Center Commission to move forward with negotiations regarding the sale of the 
property between 1.1 and 1.2 million dollars and to include stipulations for a fixed number of days to close after 
court approval, that the property would be sold "as is," and that the Presbytery gets a portion of any difference in 
sale price if the property is re-sold at a higher price within a certain period of time. 
 
The Trustees met on September 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM on Zoom. 
Actions to be reported following the meeting  
  

Appendix F / pp 141-160 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF LONG ISLAND OF  

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

CERTIFICATE OF THE STATED CLERK 

 

I, Rev. Kate Jones Calone, am the Executive Presbyter & Stated Clerk of The Presbytery of 

Long Island of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, also known as The 

Presbytery of Long Island of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (the "Presbytery") and have 

reviewed the relevant minutes and records of meetings of the members of the Presbytery. 

 

I hereby certify that the attached resolutions entitled "Conveyance of Real Property of 

Extinct Glenwood Presbyterian Church and Congregation" was duly adopted at a meeting of the 

members of the Presbytery on September 21, 2024, at which a quorum was present and acting 

throughout, was adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members present, has not 

been modified or amended, and remains in full force and effect. 

 

The undersigned further certifies the details of the vote as follows: 

 

Total Number of Members:  

Number of Members Attending Meeting:  

Number of Votes in Favor of the Resolutions:  

Number of Votes Against the Resolutions:  

Number of Members Abstaining from the Vote:  

 

 

Date of this certification: _________________ 

 

 

  

 Rev. Kate Jones Calone 

 Executive Presbyter & Stated Clerk 

  

Appendix G / pp 142-145 



 
 

2024-143                   Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Long Island September 21, 2024  
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Committee on Nominations 

Stated Meeting of Presbytery - September 21, 2024 

Motion: To approve the following slate of candidates: 

Second Vice Moderator Rev. Matthew Means, Huntington 

Shepherding Council 

Member at large Class of ‘27 Elder Barbara D’Andrea, East Hampton 

 

Committee on Ministry 

Class of ‘27   Elder Richard Schneider, Westhampton 

Class of ‘27   Elder Jean Hrbek, Setauket 

Class of ‘27   Rev. Kerry Riddle, West Islip 

 

Board of Trustees 

Class of ‘27   Rev. Paul Lent, Southampton 

Class of ‘27   Elder Bill Phillips, Center Moriches 

 

Personnel 

Class of ‘27   Elder Gillian Plastaras, Huntington 

 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
Class of ‘27   Elder Janice Kincaid, Levittown/Massapequa 
Class of ‘27   CRE Pat Hanly, Mattituck 
Class of ‘25   Elder Alex Lyons, Hempstead 
 

Advance Planning 
Class of ‘27   Rev. Wade Pond, Melville 
 

Budget & Finance 
Class of ‘25   Rev. Katie Mulligan, Levittown/Massapequa 
Class of ‘27   Elder Diane Perry, Westhampton 
 

Permanent Judicial Commission 
Class of ‘29   Elder Diane Perry, Westhampton 
 

Synod Assembly Commissioners  
    Elder Steve Bodden, Deer Park 
    Rev. Scott Williams, Roosevelt 
    Rev. Jim Barnum, Retired 

Synod Mission & Ministries Commission Member  
    Rev. Marjory Roth, Roslyn 
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Shepherding Report                                           
Presbytery of Long Island Stated Meeting – September 21, 2024 

 

Action items for the Presbytery 

Motion:  To approve the Harassment Policy for the Presbytery (as required in the Book of Order   
  G-3.0106). (attached)  
Motion:  To unrestrict all but $875,000 of the previously restricted funds for New Church    
  Development, to be used for (a) addressing financial requirements related to churches   
  under an Administrative Commission or in transition, including legal costs and    
  outstanding debt; (b) the mission/vision priorities of the Presbytery, as identified by the   
  visioning team, which may include the creation of new worshiping communities; and (c)   
  other needs as approved by the Shepherding Council.  
 

 
Items for the Presbytery: 
Save the Date: Presbytery Day, Saturday, November 16, 9 AM-4 PM, Setauket Presbyterian Church. Workshops 
have been designed to address frequent issues we hear from our churches and will include: 

 Orientation to legal issues involving property use 
 Intergenerational Worship 
 Reimagining Sunday School and Beyond 
 Older Adult Ministries 
 Worship Leadership and Preaching for Elders and Lay Leaders 
 Stewardship for a New Generation 
 and more! 

The planning team is encouraging each church to send at least two people! 
 
The Shepherding Council met on July 8, 2024, from 12-2 PM by Zoom. The Council's work and actions included: 

 Approving the minutes from the 5/13/24 meeting 
 Report from the moderators on the approval of funds to purchase portable sound equipment for presbytery 

meetings that can run the Wordly translation app.  
 Report from the Treasurer of the Presbytery and approval of the combination of the three mission funds in 

the Presbytery's investment accounts into one fund.  
 Report on the PCUSA General Assembly. 
 Reports from Committees and Administrative Commissions. 
 An update on the Presbytery's visioning process. 
 A first read of a provisional policy on assets that come into the Presbytery. 
 Approval of a motion to recommend the draft Harassment Policy to the Presbytery for a vote. 
 An update from the Glenwood Life Center Commission that its discernment has concluded in pursuing a sale 

of the building. 
 Presbytery Day and the assembling of a planning team. 
 Update on Epicopalians and Presbyterians in Conversation (EPIC) work. 
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The Shepherding Council met on September 9, 2024, from 12-2 PM in person at the Presbytery office. The Council's 
work and actions included: 

 Approving the minutes from the 7/8/24 meeting 
 Presentation and review of the 2025 budget from the Treasurer 
 Discussion of an increase in the Presbytery's portion of per capita 
 Approval of a motion asking the Presbytery to unrestrict a portion of the funds designated for New Church 

Development (see below) 
 A review of a draft Administrative Leave Policy being considered by the Committee on Ministry 
 Discussion of how to support our candidates for ministry 
 An update on the Presbytery's visioning process 
 Approval of recommending to the Presbytery a provisional presbytery policy for assets (see below) 
 Reports from Committees and Administrative Commissions 
 Approval of a motion to dismiss with gratitude the Pastoral Inquiry Commission 
 Discussion of Presbytery Day planning 
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